Dear Jim, 


3/24/75 


- Agaln 311 u P date 311(1 father thanks for the contents of your 3/l 9 mailing , which 
i finished reading before bed last night. From the always marvellous Hoppe to the 
valuable factual. 

I have a combination of good feelings this morning, from the physical exercise 
of tne weekend on which the rain held off until after midnight and the arrangements 
for the new transcripts. i’ve trimmed out most of the brush of the trees I d down, 
sawed up all but the butt of the largest, a damaged maple that required considerable 
manipulating so the saw would not wedge, and dragged it all to the' house for heat. 

^xcept for the legs, it is werely tiredness. I’ve pulled several muscles and I even 
have a good feeling from that. Each trip is about 1,000 feet, so I’m getting some 
ox tne exercise ± miss and could not get whe^ Lil is not home. My situation requires 
that ^ oe able to answer the phone and I can t afford an answering service. 

i s ve put the Ober clips and your note of the 18th aside after reading the note 
oecause I have this highschool dripout friend in NYC suburbs I'll be to go 

to the library for further checking. This will give me tne leads for him. When it is 

0Ut , f0r ^ he “ ets what x ask for - about the time it took but appreciative. 

, airways too many new things requiring time here, i keep it from oppressing 

but I hate some of the need. ^ 6 

One apparently has been eliminated with the new transcript. 

Steve and -im got together briefly and will again early this week when their 
free times coincide. Jim had read the transcript once in haste and offers an optimistic 
opinion based on logic and the rules of evidence, all else is now irrelevant. I am 
not that optimistic but I’ve seen that potential. 

__ T ,il m c ° ntent t0 leave ths breaking of the story ip to Steve and unless he tells 

* - ;; nob Khen it Wili be ° ** is abie » 2 nd a solid man whose com- 

mon s.nse told him from the Beginning there had to have been a conspiracy. However, 

Z r 1 “ n J ert f lc f to arran&e to prepare some who have overcome past obstacles for me, 
have taicen initial steps to cover them, and to explain, beginnong today, 

r.i, i It a fSW f ° lio ^7 u P items for Steve in mind if he wants them and when I've time 

indi^n f , C T 8S - ° T S m ‘ l " e Used then recsntl P> ^ that TV appearance .in which I 
ended o ones Harris’ attempt to pin it all on Warren and Howard Willens* attempt at 

Yen (to say nothing of public comment on the subject!) 

t thS ® n TSJ]klin story. What I aired them. You haver t heard a peep since. 

^ - T ^\ e uher “ shoald be no P rob lem with Hoch. Jim phoned him. Paul had not yet 
received his copy, ge is satisfied with the arrangements I’ve made. *e persists in' 
face-saving. Jim chuckled as he reported Paul’s plea that Jim hold down" my allegedly 
excessive interpretations. (l do too because with all I’ve published, aside for reviewer 

or°^w th FrBDB -' IP the ” 30 Sl ^ e aver of SaSivS 

a r0C °f of which Proud. Especially considering the volume, com- 
fflft Matoven ial nature of the material and the total lack of editing or counsel 

and when°I gTto tS co^LtteeJI* ^ 1133 al3 ° declined ^ Citation to accompany if 

we rV f x° U W °S d llke 3 0057 13 not 311 weight and the cost here would 

be only about a buck and a half. Rather is it because I’ve asiced Jim to phone a specific 

ZITtT ^ f ° r a - better XSr ° 2 * 111 tMs — the - is —on to beiie^ tL^ Sy 

Whin r = rop ?ing ^ the OOF/ is not as clear as it should be or an original. 

•hen Jim gets this there will be clearer copies and he can have them made for less. 

Ii you would like one faster, please let me know. I'll send it pronto. 

„ Q<=!+ . ° ® aea_l with Playboy is set. There remains much to overcome for the 

b ' McKinley s evaluation is that it is promising. The agreed-to pari \on their 

TV ^K 11 ^ thS 11113 111 a ^or play thafhe is iSSelt anfproven 

X'tX %* ’S, ? 5 " 6 ”' 1 a coinage, with some interview. 

1 ? ' £ 3tU f t tbe overworked articles editor, as J im put it yesterday, is becoming a 

C !rl 3r !* niS naS 1° ^ ean from what 1 told him because he hasn’p had enough time to 
reaa .he mass ne took with him if he did anything else. And his regular job is heavy. 



In the end I decided to phone him yesterday, after much agonizing ove- it. 

he ^ dld When 1 outlined how X ’ VG arranged to handle the transcript 

?T agree f. 1 “ 13 "te 3ne W that could sen's all interests and that it Preserves 

iStialh break! 0r ^ “* boUnd to nothins °P sa to everything except the 

30re °S Wh f he ' 1 V° egin the ^erviewing anf fact collecting 

^-t* Sun t0 G02e photos also this week, (interesting 
r-actmon/response from this previously unknown reporter who had sommuch of my dim 

^ ° a r\ Ee n °° Ut When 1 asked Min if afte ^ thinking about the interview 

eve-” I ^ need3 t 13 tha 3 !,]C got e2 nctly what I wanted.How- 

v ~ d , antidote an ax ,joo.) A large unday play at about the timeof the 
bre^on this transcript will be helpful if it is a good one. 

D 13 Up !f a i 0ut beia e foreclosed from so legal moves hg’d planned on the 

v 3 * a 420 1,10X1 A °- a rehearing. it is attributable to two problems: Iris lack of 


experience ana familiarity with all the aspects o 


ppeals procedures and the total 
ny of the real 


aodicacxon oi publicity-hogging senior counsel who have never done any oi me rea 
-egal worx. nud is off vacationing again, having found he needed a vacation after 
doing a long orxei for a millionaire client. He did nothing before the hearing ~ 

Vhis tnen vacation was Russia) and nothing after it in preparation for the decision 
Tnere were then mohnhhs to think it through, do some work 2d guide Sm. 

nstead he was having fund after each burst of work and defeating all the 

SkfVm! to^* * " ,,3ntil n0W t0 and0 tJ a*» a considerable waste 

ll tU Z f: t° l** interference in what we could have accomplished. I had 
it set up ^ October, t is now the end of March. You Have some idea the amour* 
c- «iae and emotion it required just to get back to .here we were. And so much -lse 
could nave been advanced by that going well, as it then should have. 

3/17 attached to t e a2tra co ?y of the ChiTrio Squires niece: 1 see more in 

kookv^boS U ?n Sg -S:^ 7Ui ; eS ’ reineQber ’ was of the Seigenthaler teamaad that 
0 .J 7 ° In additlicn » 1 see what to* as its most probable source Oswald in hew 

.leans and awareness ot W iV in that piece. I thus also find the timing interest 
as I do -he extensive Potomac mishmash of yesterday. Potomac’s han dling was in the 
works for months. Paul Valentine was originally part of it. Re then told ^ 2af 

Z7V^ ±en 06 in t0UCh With n9 OG ii* 3iGCS silence. If the Squires thing 

pSoL ° ^gorian chants and what interest they ha^e generated, 

I'm toying with writing Bradlee again. 


Thanks again and best. 



